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The War Of Psalm 83 

· The land of the Philistines today is the GAZA STRIP, which contains the 
largest concentration of Palestinian refugees 

· It is possible that the Gaza Strip will  become an official independent state of 
PALESTINE in the near future  

· The prophetic judgments against the Philistines apply specifically to any 
Palestinian state that might be created, Arabs living in the Gaza Strip, and the 
terror organization HAMAS (whose headquarters are in Gaza City) 

· There is an etymological and historical connection between the PHILISTINES 
and PALESTINE 

· The Arabic word for PALESTINE is FILISTIN 

· Although the Diaspora (i.e.- dispersion of the Jews) began with the 
destruction of the temple in 70 AD, a Jewish remnant continued to revolt 
against Roman rule for the next 65 years culminating in the Bar-Kokhba 
revolt (132-135 AD) 

· Simon Bar-Kokhba, the commander of the revolt, was acclaimed to be the 
Messiah by his followers 

· In spite of early victories, the revolt was crushed by the Roman emperor 
Hadrian in 135 AD 
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· As punishment for the revolt, Hadrian banned all Jews from Jerusalem 

except to attend the festival commemorating the destruction of the temple 

· In a final insult to the Jews he renamed the province of JUDEA, 

PALESTINE after the Jewsô arch-enemy the Philistines 

· The Holy Land was barren and desolate for over 1800 years as the rightful 

heirs, the Jews, were dispersed among the nations 

· The population of the Holy Land during this time consisted of a small 

number of Arab tribes from various nations that settled there 

· For approximately 400 years (1516-1917), the Holy Land was under the 

control and rule of the Ottoman Empire 

· The Zionist movement was officially  established in 1897 by Theodor 

Herzl following publication of his book, Der Judenstaat (the ñState of the 

Jewsò) 

· The Zionist movement encouraged Jewish migration to the then Ottoman 

controlled Palestine, but also called for the establishment of a Jewish state 

in the territory defined as the land of Israel (i.e.- ñPalestineò) 
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· On November 2, 1917 a letter 
was sent from the United 
Kingdomôs Foreign Secretary 
Arthur James Balfour to Baron 
Rothschild, a leader of the 
British Jewish community 

· The Balfour Declaration, as it 
would be called, confirmed 
support from the British 
government for the establishment 
of an independent state for the 
Jewish people in the land of 
Palestine 

· Just over one month later, on 
December 11, 1917, General 
Allenby and allied forces entered 
into and liberated Jerusalem 
from the Ottoman Turks 
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· The original borders of the Jewish state 

were significantly larger than what was 

eventually created 

· The British government betrayed the 

Jewish people due to back door 

dealings and pressure from Arabs 

· It is no coincidence that many 

Arab/Muslim nations, previously under 

the dominion of the Ottoman empire, 

declared their independence BEFORE 

the official creation of the nation of 

Israel on May 14, 1948  
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· Egypt- 1922 

· Turkey- 1923 

· Iraq - 1930 

· Saudi Arabia - 1932 

· Iran - 1935 

· Syria- 1945 

· Lebanon- 1946 

· (Trans) Jordan- 1946 
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· The nation of 
TRANSJORDAN (i.e.- 
Jordan) was completely carved 
out of the original borders of 
Israel and given to the Arabs 

· The world cries for the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state for the poor indigenous 
people who were ñforcedò to 
flee their homeland when the 
state of Israel was created in 
1948, yet these ñrefugeesò 
were given a state in 1946- 
Jordan! 

· In 1917, the sun truly did not 
set on the British empire, but 
after Britain betrayed Israel 
and gave most of her land to 
the Arabs, God cursed Britain 
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òthe sun never set on the British empireó 
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· It could be argued that there are more Muslims in England today 

than born-again Christians  

· The United States was instrumental in the creation of the nation of 

Israel in 1948, and has been the best (and sometimes only) friend of 

Israel 

· Until 2013, more Jews lived in the United States than in Israel 

· The United States turned against Israel by taking the lead in ñland 

for peaceò negotiations between Israel and the Arabs, and the 

establishment of a Palestinian state carved out of Israelôs current 

borders 

· If  the United States continues down this path, it will  meet the same 

(or worse) fate as Great Britian  
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· ASSUR, ASSHUR= appears 10x 

· ASSHUR was a son of Shem and progenitor of the ASSYRIANS 

· He originally settled in Shinar under king Nimrod but migrated north and 
founded four of the principal cities of ancient Assyria 

 

Gen 10:11-12,22 

Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,  

And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city. 

The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 

 

· He was deified and became the chief deity of Assyria (the Assyrian 
equivalent of the Babylonian Marduk) and the patron deity of his 
namesake city, Assur 

· Assur was the capital of the Assyrian empire until the mid 9th century BC 
when Calah, and later Nineveh, became the capital 

· Assur remained the religious center of the empire until it was sacked by 
the Babylonians in 612 BC 
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· ASSYRIA, ASSYRIAN(S)= appears 141x, of which ASSYRIAN 
appears 13x (13= # of REBELLION) 

· While Assyria and Babylon together constituted present day IRAQ, 
they were separate Mesopotamian nations with Assyria in the north 
and Babylon in the south 

· Assyria was centered on the Upper Tigris river in what is present 
day northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, southeastern Turkey, and 
northwestern Iran- comparable to KURDISTAN 

· ASSYRIA is also separate and distinct from SYRIA 

· The extent of the borders of Assyria around 1050 BC (i.e.- the 
approximate time Psalm 83 was written) is debatable 

· The consensus appears to be that Psalm 83 was written at the end 
of the Middle Assyrian Empire (1365 BC- 1056 BC) and that over 
the next 100 years Assyria went into relative decline 

· At the time Psalm 83 was written, ASSUR included all of 
Mesopotamia and parts of northern Syria 
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· Following Psalm 83, the next mention of Assyria or Nineveh is in Jonah 
1:2 about 50 years (862 BC) into the period known as the Neo-Assyrian 
Empire (911 BC-627 BC) 

· At the time Jonah preached at Nineveh, Ashur-nasirpal II  (883 BC-859 
BC) had subjected Syria and Phoenicia and moved the Assyrian capital 
from Ashur to Calah (Nimrud) 

· The Assyrians had a reputation for violence and brutality, and the 
Israelites saw them as a threat 

· Nineveh was one of the largest cities in the world with a population in 
excess of 120,000 (Jon 4:11) 

· NINEVE(H), NINEVITES= appears 20x 

· The king and people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah and 
God spared them judgment for about 150 years, until 612 BC when it was 
destroyed by the Babylonians 

· During the days Menahem was king over Israel (772 BC-762 BC), Pul 
(i.e.- Ashur-Dan III)  attacked Israel but Menahem paid him a tribute to 
withdrawal (2 Kin 15:19-20) 

· The height of the Assyrian empire was between 750 BC and 625 BC 
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The 7 Kings Of Assyria Given By Name 

1. Pul (Ashur-Dan III)  (773 BC- 755 BC)- attacked Israel in the days of 
Menahem king of Israel, who paid a tribute to him so the Assyrians 
would withdraw from the land (2 Kin 15:19-20) 

2. Tiglath-Pileser III  (745 BC- 727 BC)- attacked Israel in the days of 
Pekah king of Israel and took all the land of Naphtali captive (2 Kin 
15:29); conquered Syria in 739 BC and extended the Assyrian empire 
from the Caucasus mountains to Arabia, and from the Caspian Sea to 
Cyprus  

3. Shalmaneser V (727 BC- 722 BC)- attacked Israel in the days of 
Hoshea king of Israel; Hoshea paid him tribute but later conspired with 
Egypt to rebel and was thrown in prison (2 Kin 17:3-4) 

4. Sargon II  (722 BC- 705 BC)- took the 10 northern tribes of Israel 
captive in 721 BC (2 Kin 17:6,24; Isa 20:1) 

5. Sennacherib (705 BC-681 BC)- moved the Assyrian capital to Nineveh 
and failed in an attempt to invade Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Hezekiah king of Judah (2 Kin 18:13; 19:35-37) 

6. Esar-Haddon (681 BC- 669 BC)- succeeded his father Sennacherib to 
the throne following his death (2 Kin 19:37) 
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7. Asnapper (Ashur-Banipal) (669 BC- 631 BC)- continued the influx of 
people from various nations into the city of Samaria, who mingled with 
the remnant from Israel to form the ñSamaritansò (Ezr 4:10) 

 

· The Assyrian empire went into rapid decline between 627 BC- 612 BC 

· The Assyrian empire fell in 612 BC when the Babylonians destroyed the 
capital city Nineveh the destruction of the capital city Nineveh, just as 
was prophesied by Nahum 

· Judgment is pronounced against ASSHUR in (Num 24:24) and 
NINEVEH in (Nah 1:1-3:19), but these prophecies may have been 
completely fulfilled  

· There does not appear to be any additional judgments pronounced upon 
ASSYRIA that are yet future, but there are judgments against THE 
ASSYRIAN (i.e.- the Antichrist, typified by Sennacherib) 

· Judgment is pronounced against THE ASSYRIAN in (Isa 10:5-19; 14:25; 
30:31; 31:8; Eze 31:3-17; Mic 5:5-6) 

· Judgment against present day Iraq is also included in judgments 
pronounced against BABYLON in (Isa 13:1-22; 47:1-15; Jer 25:26; 
50:1-46; 51:1-64) 
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(Ishmaelites) 
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(Ishmaelites) 


